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NEAGC Goes West!

On May 14-16, the Natonal Early
Amencan Glass Club will sponsor s third
annual National Glass Seminar in Beverly
thlls, Calitorma. Sermipar Chairman Tllen
Roberts has planned a diversified agenda
[y tegistrants. Commencng with an
apemng recepuion at the Los Angeles
County Musewmn ol Arl, hosted by The
Diecorative Aris Counal

Friday morning, Sidney Goldsiein,
Assocrate Director ol the SL Lows Art
Museum. will open NEAGCs fimst western
olass seminar, lectuning on “Ancient and
Not So Angent Glass™ Mro Goldsiem, one

of the country’s leading authoritdes i this

drea of glass study, was lormerly Curator
ol Aneient Glass at the Coming Musgum
ol Glass,

Also on Frickay morming. Leshe Greene
Boswman, Associate Curator of Decorative
Arisat the Los Angeles County Museum
oft At will give wpresentation on that
museim’s collecuions,

Following the morning lectures: Friday's
luncheon will include a program by
Kenneth Wilsan, Senior Curator of Ameri-
can Degorative Arls at the Henry Ford
Musewm. My, Wilson, one of Amernca’s

most respect glass researchers and authors
will be speaking on Victorian art glass. the
ghosen title of his lecture a direct gquate
from-an April 1986 1ssue of Crackery &
Crlass Jonrmal “For the Present—Art
Glass Is All the Go.™

A dinmer-dance teaturmg Paul V.
Gardner as after-dinmer speaker will
conclude Friday's activities. Mr Gardner.
Cirdtor Emeritus of Glass and Ceramics at
the Smithsonian Institution, was Frederick
Carder's only assistant when Mr. Carder
was head of the Steuben Glass Waorks in
Corming: New York: Author of the defim-
tive wark: “The Glass of Frederick
Carder,” Mr. Gardner has chosen ag his
subject A Thread of Glass.” which traces
the evolution of this decorative glass lech-
nique [fom ancient mes (o the present.

Suatyrday morning will start bright and
early for NEAGC members with gur
annual meeting scheduled rom 8:30-9:30
a.m. President Ken Lyon will conduct (he
meeting and at that time the new officers
for the coming Lwo years will be ‘an-
nounced. following a vote tabulation by
club secretary, Nancy Sheriff, '

Minam Mucha. Special Assistant i the

American Al Department ol the Phila-
delohia Museuny of Art, will give the fira
Saturday morning lecture, speaking on the
“French Lacy Conection” i pressed glass
of the Lacy pertod. Later that moming,
Sheldon Butts, Maryland collector and
alass researcher, will speak on “To Have
and To Hold,” his presentation focusing on
wedding pifts of glase given 1o persons of
note over the past two centurics. The
closing lecture of the seminar will be given
ul the Saturday luncheon when Martn
Eidelberg, Professor of Art History
Rutgers University, defines “Glass of 1he
19207 — At Deco and Not™

Four afternoan tours are scheduled for
seminar participants, includimg a visit to
the glass collections of the Los Angeles
County Museurm ol Art: Ken Kercheval,
televigion star, 'will open his Beverly Hills
mansion where glass lovers may view lus
extensive pressed glass collection. A visil 1o
the studio af intérnationally known glass
sculptress Pascal. and the Paul Getty
Museum. promises o make the thivd
National Glass Seminar a must for imyaone
interested in the decorative arts. NEAGC
members are urged Lo register éarly]

Mucha Awarded Rakow Grant

Miriam E. Mucha, special assistant in
the Amencan Aft Department of the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, will receive
the 1987 Rakow Grant for Glass Research.
awarded by The Cormng Museum of
Cilasy,

Announcement of the award was made
by the museum’s director, Dwight P
Lanmun

“The grant 1= mlended 1o fund new and
important research in the History of glass,”
Lanmon said “"We receved 18 applica-
tions from seholars working in nine differ-
ent Gountries, All of the projects were
excellent and 1t was verv difficdlt 1o
decide which one should receive the grant.
Mrs: Mucha's project was viewed a< highly
important to the understanding of
American glass and 19th-century mass-
produced glass.”™
Mrs. Mucha's project concerns the

Past President of NEAGC

method of manufacture of French pressed
tablewares produced between 1825 and
1848, Preliminary rescarch shows thal,
while the oulwiard appearance of American
and Trench pressed glass of this period 15
similar, the manufacturing technologies
emploved were different. She will gather
evidence to support her theorv that French
factories produced hollow ware using a
piston or bellows rather than a plunger
O,

Because [irsthand study of samples is
essential to the project, her research will
ake her o France and Belgium, where she
will wisit the Tactories of Saint-Louis,
Baccarat, and Val-Saint-Lambert, These
were The most sipnilicant glassworks m the
production of pressed glass durmg this
periad. Mrs. Mucha, who will also study
muscum pressed glass collections as partl of

her project, intends o publish her Tndimgs
in-a book

Miriam Mucha is well known Lo
American glass collectors and students. She
has been president of The National Eaely
American Glass Club and a Jirector of Lhe
advisory board of The Creative Slass
Center of Amenca (Millville, New Jersev),
Sheas a trustee of the Jones Museum of
Ciass and Ceramics (Douglds Hill, Mamne),
and she has lectured on glass a1 The
Corning Muscum of Glass. The National
Capital Glass Semmnars, and the Portland
Museam of Art {Maine),

The Rakow Grant fon Glass Reseaich
was founded by D, and Mrs. Leonard
Rakow of New York City to recognize
and promote excellence in the history ol
glass. The award. which mitally provides
$5.000 each year, will eventually he
endowed and grow o $25000 annually.
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PROFILES IN GLASS

Therets na beginning and no ending lor
a BORN GLASS COLLECTOR. But.
(here are many exciting plateaus ol growth
Asa B.G.C. mv hrst plateau was
unexpeeted. In the 19607 I was asked ta
share my moedest French lacy collection i
a program al my NEAGC Regional Club
i California. | enthusiastically accepted,
but before long a feeling of panic came
over me. What would T say?

| franuecally tried w recall every glass
talk T had ever listened Lo and the good
reasons | remembered them. F'or e, the
summalion was brief, it was: enthusiasm
for the subject, adherénce (o the tme limit,
pertinent illustrative examples and THE
TOPIC. I knew | controlled 75% of the
requirements, all but THE TOPIC Mot
revealing o me was my lack of knowledge
on MY glass, THE TOPIC. | could
identify it, but how did it differ from the
American lpok-alikes? What historical
background could T offer, and what signil-
cant points could [ make without
knowledge of the histerical American
competition? What did | really know that
would enlighten my. listeners?

Faced with the challenge and a ught
time schedule, T learned a lot about
American authors, and | began learning
more about my collection as well as
Amencan glass. Pandora’s box {glass, of
course) was opened. and | was on my way
ty the first plateau.

The inroduction w search and research
has made my French lacy collection the
pivotal point in an exhilarating glass
journey. Companion collectors. shared col-
lections, and a glass library have resulted
from a request 1o speak on a modest col-
lection, and it has developed into an
exciting and an nnending pursuit Tor me.

Miriam Mucha

NEAGC NOTES

Members needing help with glass iden-
tification should write to: Dorothy Lee
Jones, Curator-Founder, The Jones
Museum of Glass & Ceramics (formerly
The Jones Gallery . . ), Douglas Hill,
Maine 04024, Enclose a self-addressed
STAMPED envelope and a clear
photograph with any perlinenl information
relating to the glass item you wish to have
identified

Bill Sheriff reports he is szl laoking for
educational resources suitable for chapter
programs, but was grateful for the response
to his letter. Back issues.of The Glass Club
Bulletin are selling well, so gel your
request in as soon as possible. Bulletin
indexes are now available upon request.

NEAGC member Carl Fauster reports
that the PBS-TV documentary, “The

Bt e e S B B el B Y R R

Fragile Art: The Midwestern Heritage of
Glassmaking:™ 18 available as a videowpe
progrant. Write him /0 Anligue &
Histone Glass Foundauon, P.O, Box 7413,
Toledo. Ohio 43615

Membership dues are $15.00 a year
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and if you attend NEAGCs annual glass
semunar, the 10% member discount auto-
matically gives vour back your anmual dues:
Sendl vour dues 1o Donald Ferland, Mem-
bership Chairman., NEAGC, Box 757,
Kendall Square Branch. Cambridge, MA
(2142-9998.

Glass Calendar

{Confirmation

April-May 10, 1987
Exhibit: “Amencan Glass- Art of 1950's—
A Forgotten Era,” Wheaton Village.
Millville; NT, featuring glass ol Eckhard,
Heaton, Francis & Michael Higgins:

April through Sept. 7, 1987
Exhibit: “(flass. A Timeless Art” —400
glass items, Tours, lectures, dentification
Milwaukee Public Museum, Milwaukee,
W1 Tel. (414) 278-2751 for details,

April 25, 1987

Glass Show & Sale: Armory Place. Wayne
Ave, & Fenton, Silver Spring, MD.
Sponsors: @ D.C. Area Chapters of
NEAGC. '

April 25, 26, 1987
Glass Show & Sale: Women's Club, 305
Ridgeway Ave., White Plains, NY,
Sponsors: Wesichester Glass Club of West-
chester County, NY. Info: (203) 531-7004.

April 25-Oct. 18, 1987
Exhibit; “Glass of the Caesars” —Corning
Museum of Glass, Coming, NY (Please
note b-week extension on date); 150
objeets illustrating outstanding and major
glass types and lechnigues dating [rom
about 100 B.C.-A.D. 600.

May 14-16
Seminar: Third National Glass Seminar,
Beverly Hillerest Hotel. Beverly Hills, CA.
Sponsored by The National Early Amen-
can Glass Club. Info: (301) 588-6809.

May 16
Seminar: “Glass Connoisseurship” — New
Bedford Museum of Glass, New Bedford.
MA. Lectures by Charles Hajdamach &
Janie Chester Young. [dentification clinic .-
3 uems only. Tel. (617) 994-0115. $15.00
fee:

- June I-Nov. 8, 1987
Exhibit: “Clevenger Bros, Glass Works—
The Persistence of Tradition.” Wheaton
Village, Millville, NJ.

June 6-Sept. 27, 1987

Exhibit: “ML Washington Art Glass of the
1887 New Bedford Centenmal,” New
Bedford Glass Museum, New Bedford,
MA, Tel (617) 994-0115.

of  dates  and  schedules

advised)

July 8-11. 1987
Cul Glass Convention & Glass Sale—
American Cut Glass Association. In
Arlington. VAL Far details (217) 399-0607,
Boh Hampton:

Sept. 13-Nov. 8, 1987
Exhibit, “New Amenican Glass: Focus
West Virginia™— Four artist invitational
Huntington Galleries, Park Hills,
Huntington. WV 25701, (304) 529-2701.

Oct, 10, 11, 1987
Seminar: Jones Museum of Glass &
Ceramics (address: Douglas Hill, Maing
040241, Lectures by Donald Pewtifer. Exec.
Dir. Historic Cold Spring Village (formerly
director of the Wheaton Museum)
Lectures: “Southern Jersey Glassmaking
and Tts Influence™ and “Glass Whimsies.”
Tel. (207) 787-3370 for details.

Oct. 14-17, 1987
Seminar: Cormng Museum of Glass, 27th
Annual — Lectures on 20th Century
Glass, Tel. (607) 937-5371.

Oct. 24, 1987
Members Day—Jones Museum of Glass &
Ceramics, Lecture by Franklyn D,
Lenthall, Curator of Boothbay Theatre
Museum in Boothbay Harbor, Maine, 6n
that museum’s glass collection.

Nov, 7 & 8, 1987

Glass Show & Sale: Monigomery Counly
Antique Glass Show & Sale. Armory
Place, Wayne Ave. & Fenton St. Sijver
Spring, MD. Sponsors: Daorflinger Glass
Study Group Info: (703) 4654040

Dec. 13, 1987-Jan. 18, 1988
Exhibit: Contemporary Glass (from their
permanent collection). Huntington
Galleries, Huntington, WV.

NEAGC Institution Members and NEFAGC
Chapters; Informanon for “Glass
Calendar” is solicited. Send annually, prior
to March 1 and Nov, | deadlines.
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CHAPTER AND INSTITUTION NEWS

After a January visit to the early home
and glass collection of their chapter Viee
President, Mrs. Bradford Ketchum, THE
EARLY AMERICAN GLASS CLUB OF
WATERVILLE, MATINE, looks forward
g spring program which includes talks
on Sydenstretker glass and Bohemian glass.
In April club members enjoved a visil 1o
the homeand pressed glass collecuon of
Mrs. Harriet Tilley in Bangor, Maine.

The WESTCHESTER GLASS CLURB
of Westchester County, New York. will
sponsor their 1t Annual Collector's
Show and Sale on April 25 & 26:at the
Wiomen's Club, 305 Ridgeway Avenue,
White Plains, New York. Kirk Nelson,
Curator of Arts and Decorative Arts at the
Bennington Museum. will be guest lecturer
for the two-day event. His Saturday 1opics
will he: “(ilass at Bennington,” *Vermont
Glass™ and "Pressed Glass™ On Sunday,
Mr. Nelson will present two other pro-
grams: “Art ' Glass™ dnd “New Acquisitions
al Bennington.” Thirty-five glass dealers
will exhibit. An jdentification booth, book
exhibil, glass repair and a visil by Ray
Barlow and-Joan Kaiser, co-authors of
*The Glass Industry in Sandwich,” will
round out the offerings of the show. Hours
are Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 12-5. Call
(203) 331-7004 for further mformation,

THE EARLY AMERICAN GLASS
CLUB OF MINNESOTA began 1957
with a program on “Art Glass of Joseph
Locke,” presented by Bea Smith, and
“Other Nimeteenth Century Art Glass™ by
Virginia Frenzel “Cambridge (Ohio) and
Heisey Glass” were the subjects of a pro-
gram by Anna-Marie Ettel in March, April
and May programs consisted of a talk on
“Venetian Glass and [s influence” by
Mary Mugg and “The Blaschka Glass
Flowers at Harvard University” presented
by Jean Melntosh. Minnesota’s 50th vear
tlosed with a picnic and some thoughts on
“Reproductions: Collector, Beware™ by
Eleanor Hovelsrud and Bed Smith

In Maryland, THE BETHESDA
CHAPTER QF NEAGC reminds all
NEAGC members that they always
welcame gift books which are not cus-
rently on the Barger-Suppes Book Shelf at
the Chevy Chase Public Library in Chevy
Chase, MD. If vou or vour glass club
would like to make a donation to this
Bethesda Chapter project, write: Frances
Baldwm, 5101 River Road. Apt. 816,
Bethesda. MD 20816, telephone (301)
654-6078. who will also forward a list of
current library holdings.

In Columbia, Maryland, THE
COLUMBIA GLASS CLUB commenced
its third year of activities with visits 10 the
homes and collections of two fellow mem-
bers. In March, the club welcomed Helen
Harris, Washington area dealer and col-
lector, wha spoke on the subject of pressed
glass.

Shortly after & visit 10 the outstanding
historical glass collection of Col, & Mrs,
Demmie Blackistone, the DORFLINGER
GLASS STUDY GROUP of Silver
Spring; MD. set the wheels in motion for:
their 1987 Montgomery County Antigue
Glass Show & Sale. (Mark November 7 &

8 an your calendar now!) Two tours high-

lighted the spring-activities for Dorflinger
members, one o the National Building
Museum in D.C.: lo view the special
exnbit of mineteenth century decorative
window glass, the other to the Walters
Gallerv in Baltimore to see Cormning’s
traveling exhibit of Fredenck Carder’s
Steuben glass,

On April 25th the nine D.C area
chaptérs of NEAGC will co-sponsor an all
glass show and sale-at Armory Place,
corner of Wayne Avenue and Fenton
Streets in Silver Spring. Maryland. Only
members of NEAGC are invited 10 have a
table at this annual event. If interested, call
Bill & Nancy Sheriff al (301) 588-6809.
Show hours are Saturday 10 to 4:30.
Tables are only $12.00 each, while they
last! Admission, $2.00.

In Pennsylvania, THE PHILADEL-
PHIA AREA CHAPTER OF NEAGC
concluded their 1986 activities with a pro-

wram on “Copper Wheel Engraving in the

Bohemian Tradition,” presented by Donald
Ferland, guest speaker and Membership
Chairman of NEAGC. In February; mem:-
her Marge Parsons presented a program on
“Hawkes Glass: A Reflection of History,”
focusing on the work of Thomas Gibbons
Hawkes.

THE SUN CITY, ARIZONA CHAP-
TER OF NEAGC started their year's
aclivities with a public meetg at which
Ken Wilson's slide tape. “American
Glass—Its Origins & Development,” was
presented 1o the publiciat the Sun City's
Art Museum. Fifty-two people attended
the showing and the club reports three
prospective members as & tesult of this
program.

In Bosten, a glass auction highlighted
the Marech meeting of THE FOUNDFERS
CHAPTER, NEAGC. At the April meet-
ing. David DiPema. V.P. of a local in-
surance company, spoke on the (opic:
“Insurance, Am I Properly Covered and
Protected?” After the club’s annual meet-
ing at the Natick Hilton on May 16,
members will ke a field trip to the
Bushee Museuin in Newburyport,

The 1987 agenda for UNIT FOUR OF
THE NATIONAL EARLY AMERICAN
GLASS CLUB in Seallle, Washington,
included a February meeting 4t which the
NEAGC slide program. “History of Ameri-
can Glass.” was shown. In March, Mrs.
William Forland revealed “The Truth
About Mary Gregory™ and Apnl's meeting
featured a talk by Mrs, James Trumbull on

Ohio glass compamies. A program on

Amberina glass by Mrs, Lante Warrick
will conclude Seattle’s vear, until the club
convenes again in September

THE JONES MUSEUM OF GLASS &
CERAMICS in Sebagn, Mamne, s planning
a major exhibit of sulphide glass for 1987:
however, plans were not finalized as this
20Es (o pring
dedicate their library as the “Edward W.
Tinnev Memoral Library.,” Novma P
Jenkins: Head Libraran of the Rakow
Library al the Comning Museum will be
the featured speaker. Lunch and dedication
af the library by Pr. Paul Toms of the
Park Street Church in Boston will
complete the day's activities: Jones
Muscum members and area librarians will
beanvited. Dr. Tinney was NEAGC
President 1971-73.

In Neenah, Wisconsin, NEAGC institu-
non member. BERGSTROM-MAHLER

GLASS MUSEUM, has established a

memoral fund o memory of Domimick
Labino in recognition of Mr. Labino's
monumental influence, technically and ar-

tistically, on glass as an arl medium.

Entitled “The Dominick Labino Memeorial
Purchase Fund,” monev raised will be used
to perpetuate Mr. Labino’s deep interest in
glass by encouraging the creation of
museum-quality art glass. Donations may
be made to the fund by wniing
BERGSTROM-MAHLER MUSUEM,
165 North Park Avenue, Neenah, WL
54956, Mr. Labino passed away on Janu-
ary 10 of this year, after 50 years of
dedication to glass as a world-renowned
glass artican, inventor and engimeer.

~In other institution news, from May 8-
253, the NEW BEDFORID GLASS
MUSEUM will hold a Director’s Choice
benelit sale and exhibition. Selected
antiques and decorative arts will be
featured, the proceeds 1o benefil the
NBGM Acguisition Fund. Mr. Charles
Hajdamach will lecture before the New
Bedtord Glass Society at 7:30 p.m. on
May 18th. Mr. Hajdamach will speak on:
“The Golden Age of English Glass™ at the
theater of the New Bedford Whaling
Museum, Admission fee for the general
public is $2.00. The NEW BEDFORD

‘GLASS MUSEUM is also organizing 2

tour of England’s great glass and china
collections for November 1-14-1987. The
tour will be limited (o 25 passengers and
further information may be had by writing
or calling the museum at (617) 9940115,

AR e G B

All reports, original malerial and articles
published in Glass Shards are the property
of the writer or the National Early American
Glass Club and may nof be published else-
where without consent ol authir or
NEAGC.

On June 27, the museam will
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President’s Letter
Dear Members:

A mational organization should serve:
and be appealing to members [rom all
parts of the country. Our every action for
the past two years has been mllugnced by
this principle

Our second National Glass Seminar in
Pitsburgh a vear ago was a wonderful be-
ginning of our change 10 e natianal
status, as we worked Jand in hand with
the Pittsburgh Chapter. It was a “setlout”
with over 150 registrants. The friendly at-
mosphere and Lhe opportunmity 1o make
new glass actuaintances from pther states
was most rewarding. Our third Nutional
Gilass Seminar will be especially exciting as
we go all the way west to Beverly Hills,
Califorma. on May 14-16!

This very newsletter i also designed 1o
encourage interest and parueipaton on the
part of members in all states. We continue
e urge you (o send an any glass news of
any nature that would be of nauonal
interest,

As you attend our Annual (business)
Meeting at our California seminar. § en-
courage evervone to partcipate and lo pay
particular attention to our annual financial
reporl. While many assume that there are
monetary benefits 10 being an officer ot
director of NEAGC, it should be noted
thal pone recerve any compensatian whal-
soever. nof are we even reimbursed for
travel costs, seminarn registration and the
like. Each ol us has something m common,
however. the love of glass and a willing-
ness W work and share with those having
simibar interests. Can we count on you to
perpetuate this tradition by saving “yes™ 1o
accepting @ more active parl in NEAGC
this year? See you in Beverly Hills!

Cordially,
Kenneth W, Lyon
President. NEAGO

Reflections

(Lditor’s note: This s the second in a con-
tihuing series on the rickh hisiory o/
NEAGC. The following article was
published in July of 1933, Seven monthy:
after NEAGC held its first meeting. It was
wrftten by Charles Messer Stow, Arts
Editor of the New York Sun al that time,)

“An event worthy of chroniching in the
annals of collecting i o befall next week
al Manomel, near Plymoath, Massachu-
setts, when the Early American Glass Club
will hold an “exhibilion meeting”™ m the
Mavyflower Hotel. From the mdwcations
now it will be more than that. it will be i
the nature of a natiopal conventon of
those who collect American glass,

The mformality of the whole proceeding
15 what will make it valuable. There are to
be no lectures. There will be talks by those
gualified 10 speak the language of the
collector of glass, and if 1 mistake not,
many ot these talls will evolve mwy round-
table discussions which will bring out in-
farmation of ereat value This information
will be preserved, lor there will be a
shorthand reporter present to take down
all the facts about plass that will be
braught ont, and eventually the proceed-
mgs of this conlerence, a6 of all vthe
meetings of the club. will be made avail-
able ty members

Part of the attraction of this meeting will
be the exhihition which is in ¢harae of
Mrs, Gustayv Goerner of Buzzards Bay
Harry Hall White of Fast Cleveland has a
large Collection of early glass, eluding
Suegel, which he will show, He will also
show fragments that he has obtained by
excavitions on the sues of old glass
factories.

George S McKearin of New York City
will show glags of virjous types. and other
exhibitors will be William T, Howe ol

Cincinnati, & collector of early glass of the
Suegel type and Maud Pollard Tlull of
Richmond, Vi, who has made valuable
researches on the site of the first glass
factory in America, al Jamestown.

(o b coninued)
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PLEASE NOTE: Ken and I will be
movimg (o our home in the Shenandopaly
Valley within the near futore Therefore,
after this ssue, all submissions o Glass
Shardy must be mailed 1o our new address

Svlvia Applebee Lvon. Box 57, Fishers

Hill, VA 22626, Please remember to sénd
matersl Tor inclusion in the future ssue

sametime prioe a November 1 Do (o the

fact most chapiers don’t start their actvi-
ties until fall, future ssues of Gless Shards
will be entitled “Winter™ and “Sprimg.” I
vour chapier news is missing. it 15 because
none was reccived. Volunteer o report for
vour club in the vearahead! v is the
responsthility of cach chapter o remember
Glasy Shardys deadlmes of March 1 and
November | twice a vear.

The National Early
American Glass Club

Box 757, Kendall Square Branch
Cambridge. MA 02142:9998
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